
PACE Pew-To-Do
Great food, music, fun and the opportunity to make a 

donation that will secure a little West Bank history for your 
home or office are on the agenda for Thursday, October 
20 at St. John Bosco Chapel on the Hope Haven Campus 
in Marrero. Pew-to-Do will take place from 6-9 p.m. and is 
an event aimed at raising funds for the expansion of the 
highly successful Catholic Charities affiliated ministry, PACE 
(Program of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly), to the West 
Bank.

Donations will be accepted for the pews from the 
historic St. John Bosco Chapel, which was taken out 
of service by the Archdiocese of New Orleans prior to 

Hurricane Katrina. To reserve a pew or to purchase a ticket 
for the event, visit www.pacegno.org, call (504)227-3494 or 
email Fany Hernandez at fhernandez@ccano.org. Individual 
tickets to the event are $25. A limited number of pews are 
available. Seven pews decorated by well-known artists will 
go to the high bidder during a live auction the night of the 
event. 

PACE is a comprehensive health program for frail senior 
citizens. The program provides a comprehensive package of 
health services customized to the particular needs of each 
participant and coordinated by our team of professionals.
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Archbishop Hannan and the ACA

(Raising) Cane visits Padua Pediatrics
A visit from a dog may not seem like a big deal 

to most of us, but to the developmentally disabled 
children at our Padua Pediatrics program, it was a 
special treat. 

Cane, the canine mascot of Raising Cane’s 
Chicken Fingers and a certified therapy dog, made 
a trip to Padua Pediatrics in August with her owner 
and handler Gwen Graves. When the children came 
off the bus from school, their faces lit up at the 
sight of Cane! Many of the children can’t speak, but 
the smiles on their faces said more than words. 

Gwen and Cane are pictured with Jordan from Padua Pediatrics.

Dear Friends,
As we launch the 2011 Archbishop’s Community Appeal (ACA), we also pause 

to celebrate the life and legacy of Archbishop Philip M. Hannan, whose visionary 
leadership helped found the ACA 45 years ago. It all started in 1966 when the then 
new Archbishop Hannan encountered Alden J. “Doc” Laborde in the hallway at the 
Chancery and told him about his ambitious plans for the poor. Doc wrote him a 
$25,000 check on the spot and the ACA was born. Today, with a network of almost 100 
volunteer leaders and 1,500 donors, we are proud to carry on the ACA tradition to 
raise money to fund the work of Catholic Charities. This year’s goal is $1.75 million. 

To kick-off the 2011 ACA, you should have recently received the link to a short 
video virtually launching the campaign. The video stars some of our precious Head 
Start children (Head Start is one of Catholic Charities’ programs), as well as 2011 ACA 
chairman, David Andignac. If you haven’t watched the video yet, please do—you can 
access the link by visiting our website at www.ccano.org. 

You can also read more about 2011 ACA Chairperson, David Andignac, in this 
newsletter. David brings a tremendous commitment and energy to this year’s 
campaign—we feel very blessed to have him leading the charge!

Let this quote from the closing passage of Archbishop Hannan’s book, The 
Archbishop Wore Combat Boots, serve as an inspiration to us as partners in this ministry 
to serve the poor and vulnerable of our community: “The ultimate and purest example 
of love comes from God. Throughout my priestly ministry I have tried to remember to 
let the pure love of God flow through me to others. I have tried to cultivate that love in 
others in their darkest hours. In the end, all that matters in love.”

Thank you for your friendship and treasured support of the ACA and Catholic 
Charities.

Helen Read Smith
Director of Development



Café Hope Celebrity 
Chef Dinners

The only thing 
people in this part 
of the country 
love better than 
cooking up a great 
meal, is having one 
of our many well-
known chefs cook 
one up for them. 
Café Hope has 
instituted a new 
tradition that has 
become an instant 
hit: Celebrity Chef 
Dinners, which 
we’ve dubbed 
“Cookin’ up Hope.”

The first dinner 
featured the 
culinary art of Chef 
Duke Locicero, 
owner of Café 
Giovanni. Held 
on August 16, the 
six-course meal 
paired with wine 
was a sell-out. The second celebrity chef dinner, featuring Tommy 
Cvitanovich of Drago’s Seafood Restaurant, was held on October 4 
and also sold out. Tommy’s signature chargrilled oysters, a much-
imitated dish he invented, were a huge hit.

The next dinner is expected to 
be even bigger. Chef John Besh will 
turn out six courses paired with wines 
that will showcase the best cuisine 
from his restaurants. The dinner is 
scheduled for December 9 and will 
be held at Café Hope. Chef Besh 
has a new cookbook coming out, 
just in time for Christmas giving, and will be 
autographing books at the event.

Tickets are still available for the John Besh Cookin’ up Hope 
dinner. Call (504) 310-6865 or email ehalpern@ccano.org for ticket 
or sponsorship information.

Café Hope is a full service restaurant and provides mentoring 
and training for jobs in the hospitality industry for at-risk youth. 
Visit us on the web at www.cafehope.org.

David Andignac grew up in a 
“very working class family” 
in the Lower 9th Ward. His 
academic ability landed 

him in an extremely unlikely spot for 
a kid from one of the city’s grittiest 
neighborhoods: he spent his high 
school years in an elite New York prep 
school on a scholarship. His athletic 
ability earned him additional honors in 
high school and then again at Tulane 
University, where he attended on a 
baseball scholarship. He was captain 
of the team and was named MVP his 
junior year.

David’s foundation as a sports and 
academic stand-out served him well 
in the business world. After six years 
teaching and coaching at St. Andrew 
in Algiers and Archbishop Shaw in 
Marrero, David made the transition to 
banking and spent the next 34 years as 
an executive at Whitney Bank.

His work with Catholic Charities 
Archdiocese of New Orleans began 
with service on the board of directors 
in 1987, when the organization was 
still known as Associated Catholic 
Charities. David served on the board 
from 1987 – 1993, and again around 
the millennium. He was board 
president in 2002. 

His involvement in the 
Archbishop’s Community Appeal 
came a few years into his board term 
and has continued to the present. He 
credits Sr. Anthony Barczykowsi with 
drawing him into Catholic Charities. At 
the time, she served as director of the 
organization.

“Sr. Anthony was committed to 
charity and doing God’s work. She 
engaged people and made me feel 
part of the effort. 
I believed in what 
Catholic Charities 
did then and I 
believe in what 
they do now. I’m 
honored to serve 
as chairman of the 
ACA. It’s a huge 
responsibility 
and we have to 
do everything 
possible to reach 
and exceed our 
goal,” says David.

Born a 
Catholic, but 
raised a Lutheran, 
David was 
converted to Catholicism by his wife of 
44 years, Mary. He was in his early 20s 

when he renewed his commitment to 
the Catholic Church. He and Mary are 
the parents of two children and are 
enjoying their 10 grandchildren.

David says the lessons he learned 
on the playing field in high school and 
college will be applied to his tenure 
as ACA chairman and raising $1.75 
million: teamwork, commitment to 
excellence, sacrifice and a refusal to be 
beaten. 

Welcoming staff in new roles
Over the past couple of months, 

we’ve made some changes in 
leadership by adding three vice 

president 
positions to 
support the 
work of our 
president, 
Gordon Wadge. 

We’d like 
to welcome 
Deacon Steve 
Ferran to 

the Catholic Charities team as Vice 
President of Catholic Identity and 
Mission. Deacon Steve comes to 

us from the 
hospitality 
industry.

Martin 
Gutierrez and 
Samantha 
Pichon, MPH 
will continue 
their work 
at Catholic 

Charities, only in different capacities. 
Martin is now our Vice President of 
Community Services Ministry and 

Samantha is our 
Vice President of 
Health Ministry. 
They will both 
have a part of 
managing our 
47 programs. 
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Our very own 
adoption angel

T
he many families who’ve have adopted 
babies through Catholic Charities would 
describe Danna Cousins, director of 
Adoption Services, as an angel. That title 
is now official. Danna has been selected 

as a 2011 Angel in Adoption award recipient 
by the Congressional Coalition on Adoption 
Institute. Danna was recognized, along with 150 
other ‘angels’, during three days of festivities in 
Washington, DC October 3-5. 

Each year, members of Congress are given the 
opportunity to select individuals from their home 
state who have demonstrated a commitment 
to improving the lives of children in need of 
permanent, loving homes. Louisiana Senator 
David Vitter nominated Danna for the award.

Danna has been a dedicated adoption 
advocate for more than 20 years, beginning 
with the Maternity and Adoption Program of 
Associated Catholic Charities in 1990. She’s helped 
countless children and parents become ‘forever’ 
families through her work in both international 
and domestic adoptions. 

Former New Orleans Saints linebacker Scott 
Fujita will also be recognized at the event as a 
National Angel in Adoption. During his time in 
New Orleans, Scott was a spokesman to promote 
Catholic Charities Adoption Services.

ACA Chairman Spotlight 

David with 2010 ACA Chairman Mark 
Spansel and Archbishop Gregory 
Aymond

NEXT DINNER:December 9 
featuring

Chef John Besh

Danna (right) laughs with Leo and Vida, who were 
adopted through Catholic Charities.


