
1000 Howard Avenue • New Orleans, LA 70113

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
New Orleans, LA
Permit No. 1146

www.ccano.org   

notes from the
December 2011

Board of 
directors
Most Rev. Gregory M. Aymond 
Archbishop of New Orleans

Susan R. Johnson 
Chairwoman

Byron A. Adams, Jr. 
Sr. Anthony Barczykowski, D.C. 
Shawn M. Barney 
Robert S. Boh 
Terrel J. Broussard 
Charles P. Carriere IV 
John L. Eckholdt 
John J. Finan, Jr. 
Dr. Elizabeth H. Fontham 
Alejandro P. Gershanik 
The Hon. Piper D. Griffin 
Michael F. Hulefeld 
John Hummel 
Rev. James J. Jeanfreau 
Wayne J. Lee 
Michael O. Read 
Leon J. Reymond, Jr. 
Lloyd A. Tate 
Sr. Sylvia Thibodeaux, S.S.F. 
Joseph F. Toomy 
Tommie A. Vassel 
Qiana W. Wiggins 
Roy Zuppardo

Gordon R. Wadge 
President/CEO

A Note from our Development Office
From all of us at Catholic Charities, we wish you and your family a very Merry 

Christmas and Happy New Year!
This year as you’re making your gift list—and checking it twice—I’d encourage 

you to consider a gift to the Archbishop’s Community Appeal (ACA), made in honor 
of friends and family. What better gift to give the person who has everything? A gift 
to the ACA is a gift that helps those who won’t have much this Christmas. It offers the 
poor and vulnerable of our community hope for better times, and it’s very simple to 
do. 

Just send us a list of those in whose honor you’d like to make the gift with your 
check or credit card information, and we can do the rest. For more information on this 
special form of gift giving, please contact Cathy Gomez at (504) 592-5694 or cggomez@
ccano.org. 

Your gift before year-end also affords you a valuable tax deduction.
Reports from the latest U.S. Census reveal why your gift this Christmas season is so 

important…
•	 1 in 15 people are considered the poorest of the poor.
•	 New Orleans has the second largest income gap between rich and poor in the U.S., 

after Atlanta.
•	 Poverty has grown 53% in the suburbs in the last decade.
•	 1 in 5 children are born into poverty in the U.S.
•	 Giving to the poor declined 6.6% last year.

Thank you for your support of our ministry. If we may be of assistance or service to 
you, please contact me personally at (504) 592-5688 or hsmith@ccano.org.

Merry Christmas!

Helen Read Smith
Director of Development

Join Our
Virtual Baby Shower!

Everyone’s been to a baby shower, but have you ever taken part in a virtual baby 
shower? Our ACCESS Pregnancy and Referral Centers program is holding a virtual 
baby shower until Christmas for expectant mothers. 

How to participate
Go to Target.com or Walmart.com

Enter ACCESS in the first and last name fields 
Buy items from the registry 

Ship them to ACCESS - 1510 Veterans Blvd. •  Metairie, LA 70005

This is a meaningful way to support women in our community who have 
chosen life in difficult circumstances. If you’d rather shop in-store, you can visit any 
local Target or Walmart and bring the gifts to the ACCESS Metairie location at 1510 
Veterans Blvd, Metairie, LA 70005.

Need a Speaker?
Are you in a parent club, civic group or community organization that 

welcomes speakers to meetings? Please remember that Catholic Charities 
employees work in many different issue areas and can tailor a presentation to the 
needs of your group. 

Call Margaret Dubuisson at (504) 592-5691 or email mdubuisson@ccano.org 
to schedule a speaker for your upcoming meeting or event.



Her “brother’s keeper”
Sandra Strassner lives in Houston, but has strong ties to 

Louisiana: she was born in Church Point and often visits relatives 
there.  And Mrs. Strassner has chosen an innovative way to 
provide help for others in her home state. She collects empty 
shoe boxes and fills them with small necessities that people 
need. Her boxes contain shampoo, soap, toothpaste and tooth 
brushes, and other toiletry items. When the boxes are intended 
for children, she includes a small toy, perhaps a coloring book, 
chalk, or a notebook and pencils. Girls get a hairbrush and pretty 
barrettes. 

“I went to Catholic School. The nuns taught us ‘you are your 
brother’s keeper’. It’s just what we are supposed to do,” said Mrs. 
Strassner. Every box contains an age-appropriate inspirational 
book and information on Charlene Richard, known as “the Little 
Cajun Saint,” and also a native of the Crown Point area.

Mrs. Strassner gives all of the credit for the distribution of the 
boxes to Charlene. She recently discovered that she had attended 
first grade with the girl, who died at age 12 and has a devoted 
following and a committee working to promote her sainthood. 
She says she was inspired by Charlene and hopes to inspire others 
to a life of generosity and goodness.

Mrs. Strassner delivered dozens of shoe boxes to New 
Directions Adult Day Health Care Center, Head Start Centers 
and Alpha House Adult Day Health Care Center, all programs of 
Catholic Charities. We thank Mrs. Strassner for her generosity and 
desire to help others.

St. Mary of the Angels School in the Upper Ninth Ward will soon return 
to its role as a bustling center of neighborhood services.  The blessing by 
Archbishop Gregory Aymond and groundbreaking on post-Katrina repair 
work took place in late November and planners anticipate the old school 
being filled children enrolled in Catholic Charities’ Head Start Center in 
time for the 2012 school year.

When Hurricane Katrina tore through the neighborhood, it destroyed 
a vibrant hub of neighborhood services offered through St. Mary of the 
Angels. The church and school were the backbone of the neighborhood, 
and since the 1960s Catholic Charities enjoyed a great partnership with 
the parish. Through St. Mary, Catholic Charities offered a food and clothing 
bank, case management, an employment program, services for the 
homeless, adult education, a senior program and an after-school youth 
program.

 More than $4 million in repair work is now underway, thanks to 
FEMA money received by the Archdiocese of New Orleans. St. Mary of the 
Angels Head Start and Community Center will be the first of its kind in the 
Ninth Ward of New Orleans, bringing back much needed services that have 
been sorely missed by the neighborhood since Katrina. 

 Arleen Landry, director of education services for Catholic Charities, 
said the groundbreaking represents new partnerships with other 
nonprofits that will also serve the neighborhood. 

 “It is our hope to bring back the services that existed here prior to 
the storm. We’re working to provide additional services to meet the ever-
changing needs of this community,” said Landry. “The Head Start program 
will serve as the anchor ministry, but we are working to bring in other 
services, such as a gym and a community center.”
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Volunteer Spotlight: 
Jeanelle Scheurich

When the 
Archdiocese of New 
Orleans decided 
to open the North 
Shore Pastoral 
Center with Catholic 
Charities as the 
anchor, we knew that 
an advisory board of 
locals would be the 
key to a successful 
project. Once 
Jeanelle Scheurich 
stepped up to lead 
the Catholic Charities 
advisory board, a critical part of the equation was 
in place.

Jeanelle’s husband Steven introduced her 
to Catholic Charities. An executive with Entergy, 
Steven has been an advocate and supporter 
of Catholic Charities programs personally and 
professionally. He knew Jeanelle was looking for 
a new challenge and the North Shore Pastoral 
Center Advisory Board needed a chairperson. 
Jeanelle had just completed a four-year term as 
president of Our Lady of the Lake’s Parent-Teacher 
Cooperative Club in Mandeville. 

“We live in a truly blessed community. It was 
time to shift gears in service. I was interested in 
helping those in need and to work with the poor 
and vulnerable. In St. Tammany Parish, we’ve been 
stereotyped as a ‘gated community’. I want to 
bring public awareness to the issues of poverty 
that exist here and I want to bring that awareness 
back to my children. I want to work to have an 
impact on the problems that are right here in St. 
Tammany Parish,” Jeanelle said. “This is a great 
opportunity to serve my community.”

Catholic Charities has always had a presence 
on the North Shore, offering services for children 
and the elderly, providing monthly food boxes for 
senior citizens and partnering with the Covington 
Food Bank. The new Pastoral Center will offer a 
headquarters for our ministry on the North Shore. 

New Year, New Services

Gordon Wadge, Arleen Landry, Fr. Dennis Bosse and Bro. Mark Gehret celebrate 
the groundbreaking of St. Mary of the Angels with Archbishop Aymond.

a “Hand Up” 
from catholic 

charities 
Gary and Dottie came to New 

Orleans from Tennessee a month 
ago for job opportunities. Because 
of the depressed economy and their 
advancing age, they had trouble 
continuing to work as painters as 
they had for the past 22 years. 

On the way to New Orleans, 
their car broke down, and one 
problem turned into another until 
they ended up living under the 
Pontchartrain Expressway, where 
until recently, many homeless 
people gathered. A Catholic 
Charities staff member saw them a 
few times, and when they began to 

look frail, the 
staff member 
was able to 
make room 
for them at 
the Jefferson 
CARE 
Center, our 
transitional 
shelter.

Once 
Gary and 
Dottie got 
out from 
under the 
expressway, 

Dottie said, “It all just seemed to 
come together.”

They have been at Jeff CARE for 
about a month now, and we have 
provided safe shelter, food and a 
place to bathe. We are providing 
case management services to 
help them get on their feet and 
contribute to their new community.

“We are in process to move 
forward with our life. You have been 
a tremendous help,” Dottie said.

“We are 
in process 

to move 
forward with 
our life. You 
have been a 
tremendous 

help.” 

Make Volunteering
Your New Year’s
Resolution

Make it your resolution in 2012 to
volunteer with Catholic Charities. We
can always use hands-on volunteers in
programs like Hispanic Apostolate Community Centers and our 
Independent Living Skills Program (ILSP).

Mark your calendars for these upcoming Volunteer 
orientations:

tuesday, January 10, 2012 
thursday, February 2, 2012 
wednesday, March 14, 2012 
Monday, april 23, 2012 
wednesday, May 16, 2012
Visit www.ccano.org for more information or call Shannon 

Murphy at (504) 310-6962.
If you’re more interested in volunteer fundraising 

opportunities, please contact Helen Smith at (504) 592-5688.


