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Life Began at Fifty

A
fter 38 years of constant drug and alcohol abuse, it might 
have seemed to most people that Lori McMillan was a 
lost cause. She had been in and out of jail, used drugs 
like crack cocaine, heroin, and methadone for years, and 
had lived on the streets. “I was a zombie – like the walking 

dead,” Lori said of her years on hard drugs. 
In 2006 when she turned fifty, Lori found Catholic Charities Voyage 

House and her new life as a sober and productive person began.
“I was able to participate in the 12-step program while I was here, 

because I had a sober place to be,” she said. “I didn’t know anybody who 
didn’t do drugs when I came to Voyage House and I didn’t really have 
anywhere to live. I was able to focus on my sobriety here. I had a shelter 
where I was able to live life on 
life’s terms.”

Lori lived in Voyage 
House for sixteen months, 
receiving one-on-one and 
group therapy weekly where 
she learned the skills she 
needed to cope with her 
addictions. She has lived in 
her own apartment for the 
past two and a half years 
and still receives therapy 
from Voyage House. 

“Catholic Charities 
saves a lot of lives here,” 
Lori said. Currently, there are 
fifteen women living and receiving treatment at Voyage House and 
seventeen women like Lori who live independently but still participate 
in therapy.

Lori works as a housekeeper at a local restaurant and takes classes 
at Delgado with the hope of one day becoming a substance abuse 
counselor like the women who helped her to get sober. “My biggest goals 
are to stay sober, live one day at a time, and be a blessing in someone’s 
life instead of a curse,” she said. 

Catholic Charities Voyage House
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A Faithful Friend 
Claire Bernard of the Mariposa Foundation

A
s we look back at these five post-Katrina years, 
we cannot help but reflect on the good that 
has come from a time of hardship. One of 
our blessings has been the outpouring of 
generosity, kindness and help from people 

all over the country. This has resulted in new friends and 
supporters with whom we may never have crossed paths had 
it not been for the storm.

One such friend is Claire Bernard of the Mariposa 
Foundation in New York City. Soon after Hurricane Katrina laid 
waste to the city of New Orleans and the surrounding region, 

Donor Profile
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Claire and her family reached out to Catholic Charities. Claire 
wanted to assess the situation personally and came down to 
New Orleans on a fact-finding mission.

Catholic Charities staff members drove Claire through 
the Ninth Ward, Tremé and Lakeview and she saw for herself 
the extent of the damage and the work that we were already 
doing to help families recover. Claire shared our message of 
hope with her family and they have been generous donors 
and supporters ever since.

A few weeks into the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico, Claire 
paid us another visit.  She flew along the coast to see the spill 
up close and visited with families at the oil spill relief centers 
set up by Catholic Charities to help local fishermen. 

After her visit, Claire’s reflections were published on 
VanityFair.com. Not only is she a supporter, but she’s our 
advocate as well. She appealed to her readers to get behind 
our efforts. On Catholic Charities oil spill response:  “The 
nonprofit community has been crucial to rebuilding after 
Hurricane Katrina…And it’s because of these organizations’ 
experiences with Katrina that the operations are so effective 
now.” 

Friend, donor, advocate: Claire Bernard has stood by us 
through the Katrina recovery and beyond. 

“The reason I have supported Catholic 
Charities for the last five years is because of 
the way in which the organization does its 

work.  Food vouchers are bought from local 
stores to support the community, and it gives 
people a means to continue shopping at their 

neighborhood spot.”
— Claire Bernard
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Three Super Raffles

T
he 2009 Saints season was unlike any other. 
Saints Owner/Executive Vice President and 
2009 Archbishop’s Community Appeal (ACA) 
chairperson Rita Benson LeBlanc decided to help 
us make the 2009 ACA unlike any other. 

Once the Saints made it to the NFL playoffs, Rita donated a 
set of Super Bowl tickets for us to raffle to support the ACA.

Our first winner, Marlene Himel of Violet, LA (pictured at 
right with Catholic Charities Co-President Gordon 
Wadge) was drawn at a special celebration. The 
raffle drawing included visits from longtime Saints 
announcer Jerry Romig, Saints mascot Gumbo, and 
children dressed in Saints gear from our nearby St. 
John the Baptist Head Start Center.

Once the Saints beat the Arizona Cardinals, Rita 
sent us another pair of tickets to raffle. Our second 
raffle sold out, so Rita donated a third pair to raffle.

The winners of our second and third raffles, 
Ingrid Laffont and Treva Lee, both of New Orleans, 
were thrilled to be able to attend the big game. Ingrid 
even cried when she picked up her tickets because, 
like many New Orleanians, she’d been waiting for this 
day her whole life and didn’t think she’d be able to 
attend.

The three raffles brought in $207,400 to finish 
out the 2009 ACA, the annual fundraising campaign 
to support the work of Catholic Charities.

Catholic Charities Programs
ACCESS Pregnancy & Referral Centers
Adoption Services
After School Assembly
Alpha House Adult Day Health Care Center
Baronne Street Transitional Housing
Beyond Shelter
Bridges to Self Sufficiency
CARE Center
Catholic Charities School-Based Counseling 

Program
Ciara Community Services
Ciara Permanent Housing
Community Centers
Community Staffing Services

Cornerstone Builders
Counseling Solutions – Metairie
Counseling Solutions – St. Charles
Counseling Solutions – St. John
Crescent House
Deaf Action Center of Greater New Orleans
Food for Families/Food for Seniors
Foster Grandparents
Greenwalt Adult Day Health Care Center
Harmony House Supervised Visitation Program
Head Start Centers
Hispanic Apostolate Community Services
Immigration & Refugee Services
Independent Living Skills Program (ILSP)
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Jefferson CARE Center
New Directions Adult Day Health Care Center
New Orleans Family Justice Center
Office of Justice & Peace
Operation Helping Hands
Padua Community Homes
Padua Home & Community-Based Services
Padua Pediatric
Project Rachel
Project SAVE
Sexual Assault Program
Sojourner Truth Neighborhood Center
St. Vincent Maternity Clinic
Summer Witness

Therapeutic Family Services
Voyage House

Affiliated Ministries:
Café Hope
PACE Greater New Orleans
Second Harvest Food Bank of Greater

New Orleans & Acadiana

Sponsored Ministry:
Providence Community Housing

To learn more about these programs,
please visit www.ccano.org
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Income	 Amount 
Contributions	  $6,143,314 

Private Grants	  $5,027,343 

United Way	  $1,327,601 

Public Sources	  $31,711,713 

Program Service Fees	  $2,754,754 

Government food grants	  $11,751,051 

Donated Goods and
Services Received	  $21,063,512

Other	  $611,229  
Total	 $80,390,517 

— Income —

94% of expenses 
are spent 

on program services, care, 
and goods.	

$31,711,713

$21,063,512

$11,751,051

$2,754,754
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$1,327,601

$611,229
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In order to save costs during these difficult economic times, we have listed 
our generous donors online at: http://www.ccano.org/2010-donors-/ 

EXPENSES	 Amount 
Program Services	  $45,807,007 

Donated Food, Goods
and Services 	  $32,642,629 

Depreciation	  $1,841,902 

Management & General	  $2,122,780 

Fundraising	  $1,455,857 

Total	  $83,870,175

— Expenses —

(a)	 Unaudited fiscal year ended June 30, 2010	
(b)	 Program services amount does not include 

805,363 commodity food boxes distributed 
by Food for Families/Food for Seniors with a 
retail value of approximately $40,268,000	

(c)	 A portion of current year expenses were 
covered by grants from prior years.	

www.facebook.com/cathcharitiesNO                          twitter.com/cathcharitiesNO

$45,807,007

$32,642,629
$1,841,902

$2,122,780

$1,455,857
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